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participate. From that dilemma there is no escape
except to give them independence and to let them work
out their own salvation or go without it. Hayti has
been independent for a century and has been a theater
of revolution, tyranny, and bloodshed all the time.
There is not a Spanish-American state which has proved
its capacity for self-government as yet. It is a fair ques-
tion whether any one of them would have been worse
off than it is to-day if Spanish rule had been maintained
in it. The chief exception is Mexico. Mr. Lummis, an
American, has recently published a book on Mexico,
in which he tells us that we would do well to go to
school to Mexico for a number of important public
interests, but Mexico has been, for ten or fifteen years,
under a dictator, and the republican forms have been in
abeyance. What will happen there when the dictator
dies nobody knows. The doctrine that we are to take
away from other nations any possessions of theirs which
we think that we could manage better than they are
managing them, or that we are to take in hand any coun-
tries which we do not fhmlg capable of self-government, is
one which will lead us very far. With that doctrine in
the background, our politicians will have no trouble to
find a war ready for us the next time that they come
around to the point where they think that it is time for
us to have another. We are told that we must have a
big army hereafter. What for; unless we propose to do
again by and by what we have just done? In that
case our neighbors have reason to ask themselves whom
we will attack next. They must begin to arm, too, and
by our act the whole western world is plunged into the
distress under which the eastern world is groaning. Here
is another point in regard to which the conservative
elements in the countiy are making a great mistake to